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Firm in Faith 

Introduction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acts 17:1–9 (NIV)  
1 When Paul and his companions had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, 
they came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 As was his 
custom, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with 
them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that the Messiah had to suffer 
and rise from the dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Messiah,” he 
said. 4 Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large 
number of God-fearing Greeks and quite a few prominent women.  
 
5 But other Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the 
marketplace, formed a mob and started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s 
house in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the crowd. 6 But 
when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other believers before 
the city officials, shouting: “These men who have caused trouble all over the world 
have now come here, 7 and Jason has welcomed them into his house. They are all 
defying Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus.” 8 
When they heard this, the crowd and the city officials were thrown into turmoil. 9 
Then they made Jason and the others post bond and let them go.  
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I. Be Encouraged 
 
 

2 We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our 
prayers. 3 We remember before our God and Father your work produced 
by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by 
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.                1 Thessalonians 1:2–3 (NIV)  
 
 
 
12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which 
you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of 
many witnesses.                                              1 Timothy 6:12 (NIV)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

II. Build Each Other Up 
 

8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love 
as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 9 For God did not 
appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 10 He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may 
live together with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build each 
other up, just as in fact you are doing.                    1 Thessalonians 5:8–11  
 
 
18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.       Matthew 16:18 
 

 
33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this 
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

`    John 16:33 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

III. Stand Firm 
 

24 For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs 
and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told you 
ahead of time.     Matthew 24:24–25 
 
 
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full 
armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 
12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full 
armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand 
your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.  

Ephesians 6:10–13 
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